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 Abstract 
 
 
The efficacy of pattern-based question answering system is mostly determined by the size of the semantic pattern 
base and the expression capability of the semantic patterns. We find that the expression capabilities of semantic 
patterns are determined by their instantiation degrees. Hence, we propose an evaluation strategy to estimate the 
instantiation degree of a pattern for a certain semantic requirement.  Preliminary results show the proposed method’s 
efficacy to extract patterns at different instantiation levels and their effects in analyzing questions.  
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